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SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINE3I

Decembar 1937

Survey of Family Income’

By Damald Micleen, Dirvkion of Ecangt: Besearch

Tnoomes of native whits fammiftar vary widely From one somwetnily
af the coraaty to auothar, modions ronging from atighidy mere than
2700 1o approxdmalely 81 500, acoording dn a recant survey of fomely
ncomes and e pandiiures.

Of the 168,000 jomilica on which predimfnory dota hove been
releasad, tha proporiion which bed bam on relisf ol aema (e durisg
tha gehedule gegr vorfed conmiderally from cily fo cify and wilings
to milage, the range omeng e while fomilies befig from 9 percend
m [Wenlbrook, Maine, lo 2F pereand in the [ pillages in Tliinois
and Fowa, and among e Nwrn Jomilier from 1§ poroenl in
Fastonde, N. C., te 84 percent #x Oriffin, Ga.

In etery mmmumt:g rarvayed the avarage size of refiel fomrlies
wmas larger than thet of nowretisf fomilieg, coneidered a2 g group.

Forly-four percent of the nonreliel fomilior surrensd pwred therr
Lomar, with homa cwnorslip being rdolively greoter ameng the
Famtiies reporiing figher incomas, The higlas! perconiops of
ketio cunersiip won reporisd by fomilics survepad in oillagen.

family is the most imporfané consuming unit

in pur econommy; yeb comparatively littls iz known
nbout the wariation in ineoine between families en-
gaged in differant oseupational purevits, betwaan fomi-
lian Encated in different peographieal regions, and he-
twaen familiss living in cities of different sizes. Also,
little is lkknown regarding tha relntive importance of tha
expenditures which osre made for various goods and
porvices. Studies have been msde in the field of family
incomea and expenditures in the past, but genernlly
thay have bean conflned to intengive analyees of relo-
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tively small samples of families, uaually in cne or two
ocoupntional groups. The few e¢xtansive surveys of
expenditures that hnve been made usunlly wers limited
to & narrow ranpe of items., The income-expenditurs
study now being complated by the various spencies
will ba based on one of the largest samples aver ana-
lyzed.! It will revenl the detailed ineomes and ezpendi-
thres of fomilies in different income proups in a large
number of cities, towns, end villages. Tha sample will
eover more then 200,000 femilies. The imformation
received up to the date of writing covers more thon helf
of these families, snd it is vpon this informstion that
the following diecussion is baged. With the excapdion
of rent poyments, no dieensgion of expenditures je ine
cluded because too little informetion has been releesed
to formulace nny conclusion about them.?

The dais presented here eover 151,693 families, of
which 28,594 lived In Chicago, 55,711 in 3 lorge
cities, 38,902 in 9 middle-sized cities, 32,660 im 25
emall cities, and 15,525 in 107 villages, The sampls is
emall fo comporieon with the total numbar of familieg in
the [mited Statea: ns yet no onalyses have heen
published regerding its representativeness. No doubt
the characteristics of the families ineluded represent
those of & larme segment of the domestic population.
Any attempés to make broad generalizations, however,
must await the completion of the study nnd an analysis
of the sampla.

Qecupatlonnl Charncmristics.

In 1036, approximstely 67 percent of the total
notional ineome wos distributed o9 compensetion to
employess,* with by for the lanrest percentage of all
compensation being paid out In wages, As is shown
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in figars 1,* approximately 49 percent of the families
surveyed wero those of wage earners.  Families of wege
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Flgora I.--ﬂ:rnpl.ﬁnul DHatrivuiion of MNonrdicl Familes. {7 3 Deparxt-
ments ol fdricakote and Lakor.)

aarners constituted o larger percentege of the enumer-
ated families in the localities surveyed in the New
England ares than in eny other aran, whils among nlt
regions they represented the emellest pexcentogs in the
Rocky Mouniain aren® In the Southesst, families of
buginess and professionol worlers wers ralatively more
nnmaerocus than in any other region, wherons the amalest
percentages were shown in the East Cential region,
The West Central region included the higheat per-
pentams of frpilies of elorical workers—probably
becausa of the inclusion of Chicsgn, o metropolitan
center, in the spmple—while New Eagland had the
lowest.*

Upon classifying these families according to the
aize groups of communities in whieh they lived, it was
found that emall cites had a larger preporéion of
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woga carners’ fomilies than did the larger cities. Tha
percentage of clerenl workere’ families, on tha other
hnnd, inerensed as the population of the cities inereased,
varying frem 14 parcent in villages to 31 percent in
Chicogn.

Familisa om Balisf,

Of the 151,892 fomilies on which data are now avnil-
able, approximately one-ssventh raceived relisf &t eoina
time during the yeor” There were murked variations
betwean communities in the percentage of famnilisa on
relief, ranging from 6 to 31 percent, but, deepile theas
variations, certam consistent charaetevistica of the
enmple wers noted. Among pative whits faomilies
surveyed, the proporticns on relisf were generclly
lower in localities i the Kasiern avess than in the
Western arega, Also, a Inrger percentage of families
in villapas wera on relief then in any of the size groups
of cities, regardlass of location. A larger percantags of
farnilies received relief in middle-sized cities than in
either the large or the small cities. Also o higher pro-
portion of the Negro families i the Southeastern region,
received reliof than did the mative whiie families re-
porting from the same region, This dess not represent
the actunl permentage of refief fapiliss in suy given
locality, becanza all foreign-born families, Negro fami.
lies {except in the Southeast), and families which did
not include both husband and wife wera axeludad,

Size of Familion.

As iz shown in table 1, the nvarage gize of relief fom-

ilies coversd by the survey wasa lerger thab that of
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nonrefiaf families a2 & group in all arens and types of
locelities. When familiea were clasmified by income,
however, it was found that in some of the higher income
classes, average family size wes almost as large as among
the relief group. Compesition of the [umilies was
quite different, those in the relief group having n larger
proportion of children, whils those in the kigher income
levels were composed predomimantly of ndults and thus
hod savernl potenidal earpers. The largest relief and
nenrelinf families enwmerated were found in the
Seuthenstern and West Central areas. In most of the
localitiea the average size of wage sarners’ familice was
grentegt, families of eclericnl workers ranked next in
average size, and fomilies of principe) epmers engaged
in business or professional cecupations were the amallest.
The averago size of familias was larger in the villages
and small cities than in tha larger cities.

Thers were more of two-person fomilies thon any
other ous type, although wlmost one-half of the native
white families consisted of three or four persone. In
general, theaa ratios persisted for the individual localities.
VYactation In Incoms Between Localltion,

From tabls 2 it iz seen that the typical size of family
ineome voried considerably between localities. The
madian incomes of nll naiive white families in the 46
logalities for which preliminary reports have bean e
leased ravged from 5737 in 19 villages in Hlincis and
Town, to $1,859 in Columbiz, 8. C., n middle-sized city.
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The median income of families enumerated in Chionge
wos $1,635. In the five cities for which date on Negro
families ara available, the median incoma varied from
3392 {o $448 for ell Negro families ond from $460 to
3636 for ponrelief Megro families. The median income
waa consitently less for relief thea for nonrelisf fami-
Yoz, Generally the incomes weve higher in the larger
cities, but numerous exceptions &0 this tendency sppear
in the results.

Vatlatons 1n Income Acotrding to Qocapation,

Feaanilies of wage earners comprised by iar the laigest
proportion of the sample, and medizn incomes raported
for such fomilies were lower thon those for any other
occupatioanl grovp.! (See tabla 8.) Madian incomes
of nntive white wage-earner familiea varied from $1,002
to 31,569 in the different cities for which dato have
been relansed, with higher figures generolly reported in
the larger ciiies. The second lowest median incomes
ware reported for the families of thoss engaged in inde-
pendent business, Other ocoupational groups asoend-
ing in order of rank were aa follows: Clerical; selaried
professional; salaried business; nd independent pro-
fessional. Tn most clides the income of indspendent
professional families woe more than double the income of
wogo-snrner families.
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DisteibutHen of Familiss by Income Classas.

The percentage disiribution of reperting nonrelief
familics by income classes is sbown for each locality in
figure 2. Tha data indicate that the largest proportion
of Nepro families were in the lowest income closses,
In nona of the loonlitias for which date on Negroes have
heon relessed did more than 17 pervent of the Negro
families receive incomes in excess of $1,008, and o
larges proportion of them (more than 50 perceni in
three citiea) received incomes of less thon $500 during
the year for which the reports were made. Among the
native whites a much smaller propertion received in-
comea under $500 than wos the case among the Negroes,
The highest proportion of native white frmilies fnlling
mto this income class was found ta be 14 percent in the
graup of 19 villagea surveyed in Illingis and Iowe, and
10 percent in the group of 12 villnges in Washingion
and Cregon. In most of the localities, the native white
famnilies reporting incomes below $500 represented less
than § percent of the tetal noorelief families. Furbher-
mors, in moest of these localities Iarger proportions of the
fnmilies bad incomes above $3,000 than below $500.
The largest percentoge receiving uver 53,000 was for the
nntive white families reporting from Coalumbia, 8. C,,
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where 24 percemt were in this cless. The favorable
income showing for Clolumbin results chisfly from the
fact that it is the Btate capital and olso o center of
Federal activities, with a relotively Jarge proportion of
ita workers engoged n the better-peid occupations.
The properéicns of nalive white fomilies receivitg
incomes nhove $2,600 varied from 49 percent in Co-
lumbia, 8. ,, and 42 perceni in Albany, Ga., to coly
14 percent im the group of 19 villages in Illingis and
Lowsa.

Incoua by Siza of Family.

For oll income classes undar 22,000, familiss con-
giating of husband and wife were predominant. Fam-
ilies of the lourth type ronked second Jor sll families
with moomnes between 500 aod 52,000, Tamiliss of
the second typs were second in order of predominnncs
among those receiving less than $500 o yeor and were
predominant ataong those that had incomes beiween
52,000 ond $3,000. For families receiving more than
$3,000 the fifth type wns more frequent thon any other.
Type 1 wea sacond in order of predominsace for those
receiving incomes in exoess of $2,0600.

Almozt 40 percens of the first type of family received
leze ihan 1,000 of invome, {Gee tabla 4.) Less than
one-fifth of the families of this type received incomes in
excess of $2,000. With the exception of the fourth,
fifth, and seventh types, more than 25 peroent had
ingomes less then 1,000, More than 20 percent of the
iamilies of all types, except the first and sixch, raceived

incomes in exceas of §2,000.
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The date on income by size of family covers only
native white familiss (end Negroes in the Southeast)
from amall citics and villages, Hence, this distribution
of income by family type cannot be considered as typical
of the entire sample of 152,000 {nmilies.

Home Qrenership and Rent.

Forty-four percent of oll the nonrelief families on
which data are available owned their homes. (See
table 5.} In general, as incomes increased the propor-
tion of home ownership also increased. Ouly 32 per-
vent of native white families thoaé reccived less than
$1,000 swned their homes, while in families with ine
comes of £3,000 or more, £8 percent were home owners.
Quly ebout one-fifth of the nonrelisf Negro families in
the Southeast were home owners. This was troe pri-
marily because of the predominence of Negroes in the
lower-income clugses, since the proportion of home
owners among Negroes in all income groups above
$1,000 exceeded the proportion for native white fami-
Lies. Larger proportions of home owners among non-
relief families were reported in the Pacific region than
in other regions, while those from the Southeast included
the smallest proportion.  Of the different types of loval-
ities, the highest parcent of home ownership wes found
in villages, sod thie characteristic wos true for eech
income group, For the three types of cities, axclusive
of Chicego, home ownership was more prevaleni in the
large citiea enumerated than in either the middle-sized
or smell siciea,

SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS
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Approximntely 20 percent of the relief families owned
their homea in 24 of the nonfarm communities for which
data are available. (3ee figure 3.) For the individual
cities and groups of villages these proportions ranged
from spproximately 11 percent for both the Negroes in
Griffin, Ga., and the native whita familiea in Green-
field, Muoss., to approximadely 42 percent for the notive
whites in Olympia, Wash.
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In tha essa whers dais on rents ™ wera furnished
separataly for relief and nonrelief familiss, the former
peid econmidersbly iower rents than did the laéer.
The average monthly rants of nonrslief frmiliea in-
creasod as family incomes inorersed, although the gnin
wes 0 decreasing proportion of the totnl iacome.
(See tabla 6.) Of the native white nomrelief fomilies
with incomes balow $1,500 the lowest average monthly
renta were paid by thosa reporiiog from the Southenst
regions. For the families receiving more then $1.500
the lowest nverage rents were pnid in the East Central
aren. Rents poid in the Rocky Mountain and West
Centtol sreos were higher than in other areas in most
income clazses. It was nok possible to computs figurea

N Bym)| yments were tobokabed aq rporied by the enend, writhoul sdlssteient
for suk: Ibammn o forodstioks, beak, Ikt hod nolter secvico, which wers fostuded Lo
bodt e had Dok o pEban,
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for Chicago comparable to those in table 6, but an
inspection of the data for thizs metropolis ravenls that
the fomilies there paid higher nverage monthly renia
than wers paid in any of the other types of localities.
Renis varied directly with the siza of cities and villages
m practeslly every income class. The avernge
monthly rent for 2l teporting nenrelief families wna
70 percent higher in the lazge citiss than in the villages,
with this sprond generelly increasing with the =mize of
income ¢lage.

‘Tuble §~=Average Moathhy Rmtml"lld b;r Nanrsllal Familiea by Income
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